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would give rise to races with better and better seeing
powers until we might at last reach as extraordinary
a combination of structures and functions as are seen
in the eye of man and of the more important animals.
Of this theory when pushed to this extreme point, all
that can now be said is that it is not so absurd as it
looks, and that the analogies -which have been dis-
covered in experience., favourable to its possibility,
far exceed what any one could have supposed before-
hand. Whether it will ever be possible to say more
than this, is at present uncertain. The theory if
admitted would be in no way whatever inconsistent
with Creation. But it must be acknowledged that it
would greatly attenuate the evidence for it.

Leaving this remarkable speculation to whatever
fate the progress of discovery may have in store for
it, J. think it must be allowed that, in the present
.state of our knowledge, the adaptations in Nature
afford a large balance of probability in favour of
creation by intelligence. It is equally certain that
this is no more than a probability; and that the
various other arguments of Natural Theology which we
have considered, add nothing to its force. Whatever
ground there is, revelation apart, to believe in an
Author of Nature, is derived from the appearances in
the universe. Their mere resemblance to the works
of man, or to what man could do if he had the same
power over the materials of organized bodies which